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#1 New York Times bestselling author Vince Flynn introduces the young Mitch Rapp on his first

assignment, a mission of vengeance that made him a CIA superagent.Two decades after the Cold

War, Islamic terrorism is on the rise, and CIA Operations Director Thomas Stansfield forms a new

group of clandestine operativesâ€”men who do not existâ€”to meet this burgeoning threat abroad

before it reaches Americaâ€™s shores. Stansfieldâ€™s protÃ©gÃ©e, Irene Kennedy, finds the ideal

candidate in the wake of the Pan Am Lockerbie terrorist attack. Among the thousands grieving the

victims is Mitch Rapp, a gifted college athlete, who wants only one thing: retribution. Six months of

intense training prepares him to devastate the enemy with brutal efficiency, leaving a trail of bodies

from Istanbul and across Europe, to Beirut. But there, the American assassin will need every ounce

of skill and cunning to survive the war-ravaged city and its deadly terrorist factions.
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I have read all of Vince Flynn's works about Mitch Rapp and found this one to be the link that I had

been waiting for. We have learned how lethal Mitch can be, how different he is from all the rest

because of raw talent in the world of espionage. But where did he come from? How did he get to be



the best?The story starts with Irene Kennedy recruiting Mitch from the real world instead of from one

of the Military Services. She brings him into the program, behind the back of Stan Hurley their

training expert. As Kennedy drops Mitch in Hurley's lap you catch from that moment on that there is

not going to be a good friendly outcome. As a matter of fact Hurly is going to do everything he can

to be sure that this college puke, as he calls him, washes out and washes out quickly.Unfortunately

Mitch is much better than any of them imagined. Hurley is embarrassed and angered as well as

thrown into conflict with his superiors. But as the training goes on and on Mitch proves that he has a

mind for this type of work. He has the talent to do the job, and he has the humility to admit what he

needs to learn and then put himself into learning (that comes out at the firing range).In this book we

get a better handle on Thomas Stansfield, Irene Kennedy, Stan Hurley and Lewis the psychologist.

We also learn much more about the mindset behind Mitch Rapp. He and the psychologist have

several conversations. What's the difference between revenge and retribution? When is it just to kill

someone? Are you just acting out of anger and personal revenge or are you acting out of

patriotism?As you proceed from training to spy craft you will be drawn in to every aspect of this

book. I just got the book yesterday and couldn't put it down.

I will never again make the mistake of not checking the  reader comments before buying a hardback

novel! My only excuse is that, being a great fan of Vince Flynn's work, I could not imagine him

turning out a story that was hardly worth reading.Mr. Flynn's success has been due to his skill in

giving the public plot-driven novels featuring Mitch Rapp in nearly continuous "scenes's we'd like to

see" action. In "American Assassin" he decided to add a huge dose of character development. He

set out to do so by showing how Rapp became what he is. Unfortunately, character-driven novels

are usually more boring than the plot-driven variety, as in John le CarrÃ©'s recent books. They are

certainly not what Mr. Flynn's readers want, even if well executed, which this effort was not. About

half the book consisted of flashbacks that were juvenile, unbelievable, and filled with hokey

dialogue. In the process almost every imaginable device was used to tug at the reader's

heartstrings, most of them obvious. The only thing that might have been missed was to have

provided Rapp with a twin sister who was tortured and killed by terrorists. It was only hope that the

flashbacks would soon end that kept me reading. But no, I had to continue wading through things

like: "Lewis looked down at his World War II Elgin A-11 U.S. military watch. His father had given it to

him on his deathbed three years earlier." (Shades of Tom Clancy at his worst). At least Mr. Le

CarrÃ©'s clever prose can make even a boring read somewhat entertaining. On page 141 it looked

like things might pick up, but then bogged down again. The situation was made even worse by poor



decisions on when to switch from flashbacks to current action, and from one set of characters to

another.
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